
 

 

Geographic Area Forecasts 

Northwest: Nearly the whole Northwest Geographic Area is expected to experience above average 
significant fire potential. Only PSA NW01 (western Washington) is predicted to have normal potential in 
August. July was warm and dry in the Pacific Northwest, continuing a months-long stretch of above 
average temperatures and below average precipitation, with only brief, periodic interruptions to the 
pattern. The entire geographic area showed a significant warm anomaly, except during the final week 
July when west side temperatures decreased to near average. Except for a couple areas in southeastern 
Oregon, precipitation was essentially absent across the area until monsoonal moisture brought much 
needed precipitation to parts of central and eastern Oregon in the final week of July. Drought conditions 
continued to worsen across most of the region with more areas added to the exceptional drought 
category. Only parts of western Washington saw some drought reduction during July. The western U.S. 
is currently experiencing the most widespread and severe drought since the US Drought Monitor began. 
The geographic area experienced a rapid increase in large fire activity, and the NWCC went to PL5, the 
highest preparedness level, on July 14th as many incident management teams were mobilized. Several 
significant fires were observed in July in central Oregon (PSAs NW06 and NW07) and northeastern 
Oregon (PSA NW11). Large fires emerged in southwest Oregon and in north-central and northeast 
Washington that required team management. The reported fires to date are approximately 900, with 



daily totals at moderate levels of activity. Most days are seeing 15 to 20 fires a day with spikes over 40 
during lightning events. Over 711,000 acres have burned in July, with most of the acres coming from 
fires in central and southcentral Oregon. The Bootleg Fire exhibited extreme fire behavior for multiple 
days and is the largest fire burning in the nation at this time. Fire tornadoes, independent crown fires, 
long-range spotting, and extended burn periods were reported on this incident. A fuels and fire behavior 
advisory was issued for the area. Units are reporting recent fire scars are impeding fire spread on 
existing large fires. However, due to the drought, brush is burning more active relative to the time of 
year, and recent burns are experiencing relatively slower spread in heavier fuels. Needle cast is 
becoming a problem in some areas accelerating fire spread. Large heavy fuels are beginning to 
completely consume at lower elevations. Fire behavior continues to accelerate and steadily move up in 
elevation as well as increasing in intensity on north slopes. Reports from the field reference the current 
burning conditions being observed as “mid-August burning conditions in a bad fire year”. The hot and 
dry trend in late June continued to impact live and dead fuels. Heavy dead fuel moisture was well below 
average for most PSAs in July with some record low values observed. Fire danger indices reached and 
exceeded maxima in several areas. Drought deepened through the central part of the geographic area 
extending southwest to northeast with extreme and exceptional values. Overnight humidity recovery 
was poor until later in the month on the east side of the Cascades. The west side PSAs did receive some 
return of marine influence to stabilize some of the vegetation stress. Daytime relative humidity was well 
below average and frequently in single digit territory east of the Cascades. With the weather impacts, 
the live fuels cured out quicker. Brush and conifer moisture levels sampled have been below average. 
Needle and leaf cast of varying levels are being reported where the needle cast is creating problems that 
is increasing surface spread in some cases. The needle cast was also noted as a ladder fuel for initiating 
torching of trees and crown runs. The needle reddening from heat appears to be more prevalent west of 
the Cascades where moisture and heat deficits are not typical. The trees around clearings and south 
aspect slopes show the scorch damage and reddening effects. So far noticeable increases in fire 
behavior have not been reported. A wilting appearance of shrubs and brush has been reported across 
the geographic area. The situation will need to be closely monitored on the west side of the Cascades 
for atypical and hazardous conditions. Existing fuels and fire behavior advisories are going to be 
extended into August. CPC outlooks indicate August will be warmer than average but will start with the 
east side of the region showing potential for above average precipitation. For the month, however, 
August shows a dry bias on the east side with equal chances for above, below, or normal precipitation 
on the west side. Further outlooks suggest weather conditions are most likely to be warmer than usual 
for the period from September through November over the Northwest Geographic Area but offer no 
clear indications regarding precipitation. With very dry fuels resulting from the extreme and persistent 
drought, the potential for significant fires is expected to be above average through September for the 
entire Northwest Geographic Area except northwest Washington (NW01), which should return to 
normal in August, and southeast Oregon (NW12), which is expected to return to normal in September. 
After September, significant fire potential is expected to drop to average and remain there through fall. 

 

Here's all of the fire indices that I like to track, basically not much is changing.  We had a 
slight decrease in readings over the past couple of days due to the RH levels impact on the 
model, however still hovering at or above the 97th percentile across the board.  Fire 
potential and danger remains extremely high and resource availability extremely low. 
 









 


