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One Less Spark—Talking Points 
 

1. Lawn mowers, weed-eaters, chain saws, grinders, welders, tractors, and trimmers can all spark a 
wildland fire. Do your part, the right way, to keep your community fire safe. 
• Sparks from lawnmowers and power equipment DO start wildfires. Be careful on hot, dry 

days, and be sure to get your equipment checked regularly. 
• Mow before 10 a.m., but never when it’s windy or excessively dry.  
• Lawn mowers are designed to mow lawns, not weeds or dry grass.  
• Metal lawnmower blades striking rocks can create sparks and start fires. 
• Keep the exhaust system, spark arresters, and mower in proper working order and free of 

carbon buildup. 
• When doing any yardwork or work outdoors with mechanical equipment, keep a shovel and 

a fire extinguisher handy. 
 

2. Motorists are responsible for many of the wildfires sparked along our roadways. 
• Make sure your vehicle is properly maintained, with nothing dragging on the ground. 
• Maintain proper tire pressure. Driving on exposed wheel rims will throw sparks. 
• Roadside grasses are the first to become dry and prone to fire  
• Don’t drive your vehicle onto dry grass or brush. Hot exhaust pipes and mufflers can start 

fires that you won’t even see—until it’s too late! 
• Never let your brake pads wear too thin; metal on metal makes sparks. 

 
3. Don’t let target shooting end with a wildfire. 

• Shoot in areas free of dry vegetation—and avoid shooting on hot windy days. Bullet 
fragments can be extremely hot and can easily start a fire. 

• Shooting at steel targets or rocks may throw sparks into the nearby vegetation. Use 
paper targets or clay pigeons. 

• Steel Core and solid copper ammunition have the highest potential to start fires. Lead 
core bullets are less likely to ignite surrounding vegetation. 

• Exploding targets can be highly destructive. 
 

4. In wildland areas, grinding and welding operations require a permit and 10 feet of clearance. 
 

5. Whether you’re towing boats, campers, or any other trailer, ensure your tow chains are not 
coming into contact with roadways and sending sparks into the dry grass on sides of highways. 
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